HONG KONG JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
EEHEH 2R

B—HIE 60 # (2022 H/IE) Vol. 60 Autumn/Winter 2022

. d . -
Open Access Article https://doi.org/10.55463/hkjss.issn.1021-3619.60.13

Humanitarian Diplomacy and Its Origins in Non-State Actors’ Diplomacy

Lili Chin, Geetha Govindasamy*, Md. Nasrudin Md. Akhir

Department of East Asian Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Science, University of Malaya, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Received: July 2, 2022 = Reviewed: July 28, 2022

= Accepted: September 4, 2022 = Published: January 5, 2023

Abstract:

The term humanitarian diplomacy has been gaining prominence in recent decades and is used by both state actors
and non-state actors to describe their humanitarian activities. It was claimed to have emerged in the 1990s when the
1997 Mine Ban Treaty and the 1998 Rome Statute were adopted at the United Nations (UN) dominated by state
actors. This study aims to examine the origins and initiators of humanitarian diplomacy. It proves that even though
the term has become popular in recent decades, despite not having a universally recognized definition, humanitarian
diplomacy is not a new form of diplomacy. Through research on literature, including recorded history from
practitioners and scholars, this study argues that the origins of humanitarian diplomacy can be traced back to the
efforts of non-state actors in the 19th century that led to the first Geneva Convention in 1864. The protagonist was
Henry Dunant, a young Swiss businessperson turned humanitarian, whose advocacy led to the first Geneva
Convention, which marked the beginnings of international humanitarian law that also codified humanitarian
principles in international law for the first time. The conduct of humanitarian diplomacy initiated by Dunant has
become the basis for ensuing humanitarian diplomacy to adopt subsequent treaties with the aim of reducing
suffering in armed conflicts. It includes heavy involvement of non-state actors, strong public communication
strategy that is driven by the impulses of achieving humanitarian objectives. There is a lack of study on the origins
of humanitarian diplomacy as the existing literature is largely produced by practitioners who focus on their distinct
ways of conducting humanitarian diplomacy. This research is expected to fill this gap in the literature.
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1. Introduction

In international relations, actors can be broadly
divided into two categories, which are states and non-
state actors. State actors conduct diplomacy to achieve
national interests while establishing peaceful
relationships with other international actors, but they
are not the only actors in diplomatic activities. Regnier
(2011) asserted that a type of diplomacy with new
international diplomatic activities involving non-state
actors has developed in this globalized 21st century, in
parallel with traditional diplomacy, particularly relating
to cross-border issues involving humanitarian concerns
including conflict, disaster, health and environment.

Compared to state actors that aim to achieve national
interest through diplomacy, Johari (1997) argued that
non-state actors may be involved in diplomatic
activities to influence political leaders to tackle certain
global issues for the well-being of the people. Josselin
and Wallace (2001) highlighted the characteristics of
non-state actors as entities emerged from civil society,
substantially independent of state actors and active in
the international system to influence political decisions.
In this study, non-state actors refer to individuals, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and international
non-governmental organizations (INGOs).

A type of diplomacy driven by humanitarian impulse
was said to have emerged in the 1990s, citing the
processes in the United Nations (UN) system that gave
birth to the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty and the 1998 Rome
Statute establishing the International Criminal Court
(ICC). It was claimed to be new diplomacy as it differs
from conventional diplomacy from its leading actors in
its way of working (Cooper et al., 2002; Davenport,
2002). Conventional diplomacy, that is dominated by
state actors, is the conduct of very official relations
between state actors driven by respective national
interests. While this so-called new diplomacy, later
labeled as humanitarian diplomacy, gives much space to
non-state actors that bring in the bottom-up approach
and intensive public communication strategy as
manifested by their collaboration with a group of like-
minded state actors for the campaigns to ban landmines
and to establish the ICC (Cooper et al., 2002). The
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approach uses an aggressive campaign with elements of
educating, appealing, lobbying, negotiating, pressuring,
and even shaming to win support from state actors but
also the general public so they can pressure their
governments to support the cause (Davenport, 2002).

De Lauri (2018) stated that it was in the early 2000s
that humanitarian diplomacy became noticeable as a
concept. More and more agencies, humanitarian
organizations in particular but also state actors, have
regularly used the term (Regnier, 2011) to describe their
humanitarian actions beyond relief efforts (Davutoglu,
2013), especially those that relate to advocating and
persuading those in influential positions to make a
difference for humanity. But the term has yet to arrive at
a globally accepted definition (Barakat, 2019). In fact,
as many as 89 definitions of humanitarian diplomacy
were found (Regnier, 2011) because agencies and
scholars have provided their own definitions in the
absence of a universal one.

But was humanitarian diplomacy new diplomacy
started in the 1990s? Not quite. This study shows that
the practice of humanitarian diplomacy can be traced to
Henry Dunant, a young Swiss businessperson turned
humanitarian, whose tireless efforts led to the 1864
Geneva Convention, the founding treaty of international
humanitarian law (IHL) that reduces suffering in armed
conflict. The adoption of subsequent humanitarian
treaties, including the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty and 1998
Rome  Statute, has strengthened the unique
characteristics of humanitarian diplomacy started by
Dunant. These include a heavy involvement of non-
state actors, strong public communication strategies,
and driven by humanitarian impulse to achieve a
humanitarian goal.

A limited body of literature on humanitarian
diplomacy and the lack of a universal definition have
made it difficult to review literature in a uniform
manner since the use of the term may vary from one
study to another. Most existing literature on
humanitarian diplomacy has been authored by
practitioners, with increased interest from academicians
in the recent decade.

The humanitarian perspective or humanitarianism is
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the framework that guides this study on humanitarian
diplomacy toward reducing human  suffering.
Humanitarianism in modern history began with Henry
Dunant who was the earliest protagonist in
humanitarian diplomacy as he advocated the 1864
Geneva Convention (Belloni, 2007; Veuthey, 2012).

2. Evolving Concept

An earliest use of the term humanitarian diplomacy
can be found in a paper entitled Humanitarian
Diplomacy of the United States presented by Oscar S.
Straus, a vice president of the American Society of
International Law, at its Annual Meeting in 1912. The
term was used to refer to the intervention of one state
into another state that practices cruel or oppressive
power (Straus et al. 1912). A book edited by Tom J.
Farer (1980) entitled Toward a Humanitarian
Diplomacy: A Primer for Policy also used the term to
refer to foreign policy formulated based on human
rights through the promotion of economy and politics in
another country. The term ‘humanitarian diplomacy’ in
these two examples made reference to situations of
promoting human rights in another state, including the
possibility of military intervention. This is starkly
different from the emerging concept of humanitarian
diplomacy.

With established policy and substantial literature on
humanitarian diplomacy, the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) has proved that it is a pioneer
contributing to the concept of humanitarian diplomacy
(O’Hagan, 2016). In 1995, the ICRC’s head in
Yugoslavia, Jean-Francois Berger, authored a book that
detailed the wide-ranging ICRC’s humanitarian actions,
including diplomatic efforts and operational activities to
protect victims, underlying the principles of impartiality
and neutrality (Berger, 1995). Harroff-Tavel (2006)
defined the humanitarian diplomacy of the ICRC, which
has a unigue mandate from the Geneva Conventions, as
a plan of action engaging and influencing different
actors, including state and non-state actors, to facilitate
its humanitarian actions for victims of armed conflicts
and to strengthen respect for IHL.

Significantly, the ICRC is at the origin of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement,
which is the largest humanitarian network globally
comprising of the ICRC, the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and 192
national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies. The
IFRC (2009) defined humanitarian diplomacy as a
strategy influencing those who are in the position to
save lives and reduce human suffering in conflict or
crisis, striving to achieve a humanitarian objective in
compliance with humanitarian principles. With no
universally recognized definition for humanitarian
diplomacy, the definitions from the ICRC and IFRC are
the most broadly disseminated definitions (Cook &
Gong, 2021).

A book on the humanitarian diplomacy of different

organizations was published in 2007 with compiled
contributions from 14 senior humanitarian practitioners
who analyzed humanitarian diplomacy in different
crises worldwide between the 1970s and the 2000s. Its
editor Minear (2007) has distinguished two main types
of humanitarian diplomacy based on the activities
carried out. The first category named the ‘capital D’
Diplomacy refers to the official diplomatic activities
that mostly involve the work of a diplomat but also
high-ranking officials of humanitarian organizations,
including formal meetings or discussions to negotiate
agreements, to lobbying for support and urging the
compliance of IHL. The second category, ‘small D’
diplomacy, are the daily activities on the ground that
has a humanitarian impact when humanitarian workers
communicate or negotiate with various actors, from
government officials to civil society and armed groups,
including negotiating access at checkpoints (Minear,
2007). The book’s co-editor Smith (2007) pointed out
that humanitarian diplomacy is a disputable concept due
to the wvast difference between humanitarian and
diplomacy, which are often viewed as two unrelated
fields and can be of opposing sides.

Since then, several publications on humanitarian
diplomacy have emerged and most of them are from
practitioners. While some of the literature examined the
humanitarian diplomacy involving official diplomatic
activities, or the “Capital D’ humanitarian diplomacy as
categorized by Minear (2007), most of them studied the
“small D” humanitarian diplomacy. The International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (2011),
however, has illustrated both types of humanitarian
diplomacy in its magazine on “The Power of
Humanitarian Diplomacy.” The Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement proved how powerful humanitarian
diplomacy could be, covering various activities, from
speaking up for the vulnerable in the diplomatic arena,
public campaigning for social issues, food crisis and
responses during armed conflicts and disasters.

Jan Egeland (2013) underscored the significance of
humanitarian diplomacy that is still in action during
conflicts and crises even when traditional diplomacy
has failed. Formerly the UN Emergency Relief
Coordinator and the UN Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, Egeland provided first-hand
information on the conduct of humanitarian diplomacy
in the midst of chaotic and rapidly changing situations
in times of natural disaster and war when he handled the
massive humanitarian operations for the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami and the 2006 Lebanon war. Not only
was a huge amount of work in communication,
negotiation and advocacy required to coordinate the
operations, but he also had to address political and
security challenges to ensure relief was delivered as
swiftly and as effectively as possible.

As humanitarian diplomacy grew in prominence as a
practice in humanitarian affairs but also in the
diplomatic world, several states have included
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humanitarian diplomacy in their foreign policies.
Humanitarianism is a key motivation for humanitarian
diplomacy, but state actors may also use it as a tool to
enhance soft power (Donelli, 2017) and public image
(Gong, 2021). The then Foreign Minister of Turkiye
Ahmet Davutoglu (2013) stated that humanitarian
diplomacy was a key element of the country’s foreign
policy as it aimed to become a “compassionate state.”
The Foreign Service Journal of the American Foreign
Service Association devoted its April 2016 issue to the
theme of humanitarian diplomacy. Among others, the
journal showcases the US’s humanitarian diplomacy on
the ground, including the efforts to communicate with
different state and non-state actors to ensure the
delivery of aid to Syrian refugees in Turkey in 2014
(Johnson, 2016). O’Hagan (2016) asserted that
Australia is actively engaged in humanitarian
diplomacy to promote humanitarianism as a tool to
defend and advance its national interests.

Barakat (2019) highlighted the religious element in
the humanitarian diplomacy of Qatar that not only
providing relief in areas affected by armed conflict but
also engaging in intervention, which it viewed as a duty.
Influence from civilizations and cultures has also
contributed to the conduct of humanitarian diplomacy
that is closely linked with humanitarianism (De Lauri,
2018). The Chinese perspective of humanitarianism
including Confucianism that stresses on kindness and
empathy, has contributed to the humanitarian diplomacy
of China (Gong, 2021). Not only has China increased
its contributions to humanitarian action for victims of
armed conflicts in the recent two decades, but Chinese
groups also joined in the overseas relief efforts for those
affected by natural disasters. In the early phase of
COVID-19 in 2020, medical teams and supplies were
sent to Southeast Asia countries as a part of China’s
humanitarian diplomacy (Gong, 2021). The role of non-
state actors was highlighted by Peng (2021) in the study
on the contributions of Chinese NGOs and foundations
in providing aid and rebuilding work following the
2015 earthquake in Nepal.

3. Non-State Initiatives

The conduct of modern humanitarian diplomacy
existed way before the emergence of the term. The
origin of this type of diplomacy with a bottom-up
approach of a coalition of like-minded state and non-
state actors for a humanitarian goal can be traced back
to Henry Dunant (1828-1910) (Veuthey, 2012).

3.1. Moved to Act by Humanitarian Impulses

On June 24, 1859, Dunant was on a business trip
when he passed by Solferino in northern Italy. A
fiercely fought battle of more than 15 hours between
French and Austrian armies, known as the Battle of
Solferino, had just ended, killing more than 6,000
soldiers and injuring 30,000 more (McFarland, 2017).
Dunant (1862/2010) was moved by a strong impulse to

act when he witnessed tens of thousands of dying and
wounded soldiers all over the town with little help. He
decided to stay and help in whatever way possible
because of the “moral sense of the importance of human
life, the humane desire to lighten a little the torments of
all these poor wretches, or restore their shattered
courage” (Dunant, 1862/2010). Dunant secured relief
aids, convinced and mobilized local people from nearby
villages to assist as volunteer helpers, providing aid and
comfort to the wounded soldiers among scarce
resources. He and the villagers tried as much as they
could save and provide aid to the soldiers no matter
which side they were from.

After returning to his home in Geneva, Switzerland,
Dunant strongly felt that he needed to do more. In 1862,
he self-published a memoir entitled A Memory of
Solferino, with the hope that it could lead to debate or
action concerning help for wounded soldiers in wartime
(Dunant, 1862/2010). Dunant’s writing vividly captured
the heart-wrenching suffering of the dying and
wounded soldiers that he had witnessed, highlighting
human faces and real stories of young men who had left
their loved ones to fight in the battle but ended up lying
helplessly in pools of blood (Dunant, 1862/2010). Not
only filled with compassion but also anger (Boissier,
1974) because the wounded soldiers were left without
help, Dunant resolved that something had to be done
urgently.

Dunant (1862/2010) was clear that human suffering
should be alleviated if war was unavoidable and made
two poignant yet concrete appeals. He first called for
creating relief societies in each country that would have
volunteers trained in peacetime so they would be
prepared to aid wounded soldiers in the wartime
(Dunant, 1862/2010). Secondly, Dunant called for a
treaty focusing on the victims of war (Thurer 2007), the
wounded soldiers who were often forsaken, suggesting
that such a treaty should be reached in peacetime to
form the basis of assistance and protection for wounded
soldiers in the wartime (Dunant, 1862/2010).

In his efforts to influence prominent individuals and
political leaders and get support for his ideas, Dunant
paid for the printing of 1,600 copies of A Memory of
Solferino and sent copies to kings, senior military
officials and high-ranking government officials
(McFarland, 2017). The book was a huge success. The
detailed and powerful account of human suffering
touched the hearts of many people. One of them was
Gustave Moynier, the head of the Geneva Public
Welfare Society, who contacted Dunant about putting
his idea into action (Boissier, 1974). Dunant, Moynier
and three others formed a five-person committee called
the Permanent International Committee for the Relief of
Wounded Soldiers on February 17, 1863 (Bugnion,
2012). Later renamed the ICRC (McFarland, 2017), the
Committee planned to initiate an international
conference in October 1863 to find solutions on how to
improve military medical services (Bugnion, 2012).
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Other committee members readily agreed with Dunant
on the proposal that all countries should form relief
societies, in peacetime, with trained volunteers and
ready resources (Boissier, 1974). But they were hesitant
with the revolutionary idea of what Dunant called
“neutrality” (Boissier, 1974), never-heard-of proposed
legal status for medical personnel, which would allow
them to conduct their duties without being attacked on
the battlefield. Dunant even offered a simple solution
for easy identification, a single special emblem for
medical personnel and facilities that all military would
agree to acknowledge and respect (Boissier, 1974).

Determined to turn his ideas into reality, Dunant
traveled around Europe at his own initiative and
expense, meeting and convincing prominent persons to
get support for his ideas and inviting them to attend an
international conference (Boissier, 1974). Dunant’s
efforts bore fruit when the conference concluded with
agreement that countries should establish relief societies
that were prepared to aid the wounded in armies in the
wartime (McFarland, 2017), leading to the subsequent
formation of national Red Cross and Red Crescent
societies worldwide. This was to realize the first appeal
Dunant made in his book. Later, the committee received
support from the government of Switzerland to host a
diplomatic conference in August 1864 to bring about a
second appeal calling for an international treaty
requiring care for all wounded. To ensure the success of
the diplomatic conference, Dunant spared no effort and
even spent as much as 50,000 Swiss francs to promote
it (McFarland, 2017). Compared with other diplomatic
conferences, in which representatives are tasked by
their governments to negotiate or conciliate due to their
different interests, this diplomatic conference proved to
be a pioneering one. As reported by an attendee, there
was no disagreement among the representatives to
accord neutrality to medical services and individuals
who help wounded combatants on the account of
humanity (Bugnion, 2012). With consensus, the first-
ever humanitarian treaty was formed on August 22,
1864, marking the birth of the IHL. Officially known as
The Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
the Wounded in Armies in the Field, or simply as the
first Geneva Convention, the treaty also recognized a
special emblem — the red cross — as a mark of neutrality
for medical services and volunteers who assist
(Bugnion, 2012).

3.2. Guided by Humanitarian Principles
Dunant’s selfless and extraordinary efforts in the
aftermath of the Battle of Solferino and many years

following have brought significant changes to the world.

Not only his efforts led to the birth of IHL, ICRC and
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, but also to
modern humanitarianism and humanitarian principles
(Hilhorst, 2018). The manner in which Dunant put his
full commitment toward helping wounded soldiers at
Solferino and how he devoted his life to continuing

doing so for all victims of war has set the benchmark
for the principle of humanity. At Solferino, the no-
discrimination treatment for all wounded soldiers and
that Dunant and volunteer villagers were disinterested
in which side the soldiers were from were manifestation
of the principles of impartiality and neutrality.

Dunant’s commitments have brought to birth the
humanitarianism in modern history known as classical
humanitarianism (Hilhorst, 2018; Mills, 2005). Today,
the principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and
independence that formed the seven fundamental
principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement founded by Dunant have been adopted by
the humanitarian sector in general and the UN General
Assembly as the guiding principles of their
humanitarian actions (Bernard, 2015). In other words,
they are the working principles that have been guiding
all significant humanitarian actions, in armed conflicts
or disasters, since the time of Dunant. These principles
also formed the pillars of humanitarian diplomacy, as
asserted by Ambassador Lakhdar Brahimi (2007).

Dunant’s strong impulse to help victims of war did
not just stop after publishing A Memory of Solferino but
grew even stronger that he practically devoted his
whole life subsequently to helping war victims, and his
wealth and time to the extent that his business went
bankrupt (Boissier, 1974). Even in dire personal
difficulty, Dunant remained committed to relief work
and advocacy for improvement in protection for war
victims (McFarland, 2017), a manifestation of his
lifelong humanitarian diplomacy since the Battle of
Solferino. Dunant’s immense contributions to the
humanitarian world won him the first ever Nobel Peace
Prize in 1901 and his birthday on May 8 has been
marked as the World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day
(McFarland, 2017).

3.3. Codifying the Principle of Humanity in
International Law

The humanitarian diplomacy of Dunant in
advocating for an international treaty protecting
wounded soldiers resulted in exceptional achievements.
Not only it had successfully led to the unprecedented
acknowledgment of humanitarian principles in
international law (Belloni, 2007), it also marked a
historic shift in international law that for the first time
opened up to be influenced by non-state actors (Thurer,
2007). The adoption of the 1864 Geneva Convention
signified the success of the humanitarian diplomacy
initiated by Dunant and subsequently supported by
prominent individuals and political leaders. This set the
foundation for future humanitarian diplomacy
collaborated between non-state actors and like-minded
state actors aiming to achieve humanitarian treaties to
reduce human suffering during wartime. The practice of
humanitarian diplomacy has since progressed with the
development of IHL.

The principle of humanity, first codified in the first
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Geneva Convention, is further strengthened in the
Martens Clause, taken from the preamble of the Hague
Convention No. Il of 1899 and the Hague Convention
No. IV of 1907. The Clause has set down the respect for
customary law based on the principle of humanity,
declaring that protection from “the laws of humanity,
and the requirements of the public conscience” remain
when there are no written rules applicable in a certain
situation in war to protect people (Melzer, 2016).
Subsequently, three other Geneva Conventions were
adopted. Commonly known as the four Geneva
Conventions of 1949 following their revisions and
adoption in 1949, the first Geneva Convention on
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field; the
second Geneva Convention on Wounded, Sick and
Shipwrecked of Armed Forces at Sea; the third Geneva
Convention on Prisoners of War; and the fourth Geneva
Convention on Civilians are the most widely ratified
treaties in the world (Melzer, 2016). They form the core
of the IHL applicable in armed conflicts by placing the
perspective of war victims at the center (Thurer, 2007).

It is also essential to highlight the principles of IHL
on proportionality and distinction that have been put in
place for humanitarian reason. In the Saint Petersburg
Declaration of 1868, governments agreed to ban bullets,
which explode upon touching a human body (Melzer,
2016). It was the first consensus among states to ban a
specific type of weapon, and a victory in the history of
humanity as it lays down the principle of
proportionality to reduce damage and suffering caused
by war and setting prohibitions on the methods of
warfare that inflict “superfluous injury or unnecessary
suffering” to protect combatants (Melzer, 2016). Under
the principle of distinction, belligerents must always
distinguish between civilians and combatants to protect
civilians (Melzer, 2016).

Altogether, humanitarian treaties that are added to
the fold of IHL, including the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty
and the 1998 Rome Statute, manifest the underlying
principle of IHL to respect lives and human dignity as
advocated by Dunant. Incorporated with the principle of
humanity, IHL has established a broad baseline of
norms for protecting individuals affected by armed
conflict and limiting the methods of warfare. The notion
that innocent civilians must be spared in war is so
normative to human reasoning that it can be considered
common sense. Norms established through IHL and
global humanitarian actions have formed an essential
order in international relations, influencing state and
non-state actors in their decision making and
interactions with others (Mills, 2005).

4. Conclusion

Humanitarian diplomacy is not new diplomacy that
appeared in the 1990s, rather it was born together with
the origins of IHL and humanitarian principles in the
19th century. Undoubtedly, in the past two decades,
academic literature on diplomacy has examined the

involvement of non-state actors. However, research on
the origins of non-state actors’ role in diplomacy is still
far from complete. This study highlights the
characteristics of this type of unique humanitarian
diplomacy that is motivated by humanitarian impulses
guided by humanitarian principles with the aim of
achieving a humanitarian goal. In other words,
contributions of non-state actors need to be highlighted
as they are conducting humanitarian diplomacy and are
part of the civil society that acts on global issues for the
interest of the people. studies.

In line with this, Dunant set the foundation for how
humanitarian diplomacy should be conducted. The way
how Dunant went all out to aid wounded soldiers in
Solferino and his subsequent advocacy pushing for an
international treaty protecting wounded soldiers are
exactly the practice of humanitarian diplomacy
identified by practitioners and scholars today.

In both his humanitarian diplomacy efforts on the
ground at Solferino and the ensuing high-level
humanitarian diplomacy persuading kings and leaders
to establish a treaty protecting the war-wounded,
Dunant held firm to the respect for lives and human
dignity. It was all about putting the war victims at the
center by establishing humanitarian principles, namely
humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence as
the key pillars of humanitarian diplomacy.

Undoubtedly, Dunant’s aid and advocacy for the
war-wounded  using  bottom-up  approach and
collaborating with like-minded individuals and
governments formed central elements in the expanded
and refined practice of modern humanitarian diplomacy.
The adoption of each humanitarian treaty is proof that
the humanitarian perspective could triumph against the
national interest when non-state and state actors join
hands to reduce human sufferings. This has enabled
IHL to become a set of extensive rules as the defense of
minimum humanity among inhumanity in armed
conflicts, underlying the sentiment of being humane.

5. Limitations and Further Study

The scope of this research is limited to study the
efforts of non-state actors in initiating humanitarian
diplomacy to identify the origin of modern practice of
humanitarian diplomacy. For further study, it would be
useful to examine the difference in the humanitarian
diplomacy conducted by state actors and that of non-
state actors. This may also lead to a better
understanding of the perceived disputable concept of
humanitarian diplomacy as humanitarian and diplomacy
are generally viewed as of opposing sides.
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